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To INGV President Stefano Gresta 

 

 

Dear President! 

 

Earthquake in L'Aquila, Italy April 6, 2009 were a tragedy not only for the dead, the wounded and 

their families, but for all the Italian people, for scientists and members of the Great Risks 

Commission, as well as for the global seismological community. 

The Italian court acknowledged them to wine in the inexact prediction of earthquake and sentenced 

their to imprisonment. 

I think that scientists, seismologists from other countries not only worried about the imprisonment 

of their Italian counterparts, but also seriously concerned about the precedent that has created an 

Italian court, when condemned of Italian scientists, seismologists to freedoms deprivation. 

First, the possibility of earthquake prediction today are much more modest than prediction the 

weather in meteorology or prediction of treatments of the patient in medicine. The object of study - 

the Earth is too great, and the processes occurring in it are complex and multifaceted. And so, while 

the problem of earthquakes prediction is not decided in a due measure. It is only possible with a 

certain probability. 

Second, the trial of the case by scientists, seismologists shows that earthquake prediction is too 

dangerous job and this is certainly can be reflected in the desire of seismologists to take on such 

responsibility in the future. 

Third, we need to take into account not only the accuracy of the prediction, but also the 

vulnerability of buildings and structures in the epicenter of the earthquake. It depends on the design 

features of buildings, their age, of technological requirements during construction. Therefore, is 

needed a careful analysis of all factors that could exacerbate the effects of the earthquake. 

Looking forward to the objectivity and justice of Italian justice. 

 

Sincerely, 

Valery Nikulin 

 

Dr.geol., seismologist, 

University of Latvia, 

Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Center.  
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