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Oggetto: letter of support 

It is well-known that among all natural disasters earthquakes cause the greatest losses.  The 

L’Aquila earthquake joined the rank of such sad events. We express our sincere condolences to the 

relatives of victims, as well as to all inhabitants of L’Aquila.  

We were deeply shocked and anxious of a verdict convicting seismologists from Italy after 

the tragedy had happened. Nowadays in the field of earthquake forecast the observations, 

earthquake precursor studies based on this observations, and attempts to forecast are being carried 

out simalteniously. It is this way that is expected to be the most rapid and to give positive results. It 

is this way that is being used by all seismologists in the world, including seismologists from Italy. 

Being scientists and inhabitants of high-mountainous region – Tien-Shan, we are well aware 

of the problem of earthquake forecast and face this problem nearly every day. We consider that the 

conviction of the seismologists from Italy is the result of unawareness of decision-makers, the result 

of the lack of knowledge about earthquake phenomena and issues on complicated interaction of 

different natural phenomena triggering earthquakes.  

We consider that serving of the sentence pronounced by the court will interrupt a very weak 

link, as it is, between seismologists and society, not only in Italy but also worldwide. Taking into 

account a huge hazard of earthquakes and very complicated nature of earthquake occurrence 

processes, the administration authorities should try to do their hardest and best and to make every 

effort to set a clear interrelation between seismological community and governing bodies in the case 

emergency; as well as to disseminate systematically information about earthquakes among the 

population.     
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