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Dear Professor Gresta, 
 
I am writing to you in a personal capacity to express my support for the work of INGV at this difficult time. 
 
The academic community here in the UK has been shocked by outcome of the L’Aquila trial and its 
implications for ongoing efforts to mitigate seismic and volcanic hazard in Italy.  The leader opinion in last 
week's Nature magazine 
 
http://www.nature.com/news/shock-and-law-1.11643  
 
states "The Italian system’s contempt for its scientists is made plain by the guilty verdict in L’Aquila" and the 
BBC asks, not unreasonably 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-20097554  
 
"who is going to be a seismologist in Italy now?"  
 
The L'Aquila earthquake was a triple tragedy.  First that so many were killed in so many relatively modern 
buildings by a relatively moderate-sized earthquake, despite the 'known-known' of anti-seismic planning, 
building design and regulation, in a region already identified by the INGV, and clearly communicated on maps 
and websites, as having the highest seismic hazard in Italy. The second is the conviction of scientists involved 
in providing expert advice for manslaughter, which many objective commentators world-wide have seen, not 
unreasonably, as a form of scapegoating after the fact. The third is the actual and potential loss or reduced 
engagement of some of the best players in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction in Italy, leaving the country less 
prepared to face natural disasters of all kinds.  
 
It is to your great credit that you and INGV staff are prepared to carry on in the face of such seemingly 
medieval treatment to your colleagues, and I can only admire your real courage in doing so.   You have my 
strongest support in your ongoing work, in monitoring, analysing and publishing geophysical hazards in Italy, 



 

 

 

in carrying out fundamental research, in engaging with engineers and planners in anti-seismic design, in 
continuing to develop new protocols for operational forecasting, and in improving not just public 
communication, but creating a realistic expectation in the wider world of what can reasonably be done. I 
sincerely hope that one day Italian scientists will once again be able to give impartial advice in a complex and 
uncertain world, in good faith, without fear of criminal prosecution.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Ian Main 
Professor of Seismology and Rock Physics 
 
 


