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Dear Stefano, 

 

I write as Head of Geophysics Research at the University of Ulster, N. Ireland to offer our full support to our Italian 

colleagues who have been found guilty of manslaughter and to your efforts in trying to undo this injustice and to map 

out a better future for earthquake disaster risk reduction in Italy. We are all conversant with the background to this 

case and, while we, in Ireland, do not yet know the detail of what happened during the trial, we understand enough to 

make sound judgements as to the justice of the outcome. 

 

The idea that failure of scientists and engineers at one meeting during a seismic crisis, particularly one whose 

complexity was compounded by the media concentration on pseudo-scientific ‘predictions’, was the cause of the 

tragic deaths in the L’Aquila earthquake is completely nonsensical. Every earthquake scientist knows that the only 

protection that can be offered to a population in an earthquake prone area is the application of a sequence of measures 

which begins with scientists but ends with local and national government. This sequence includes: 1) the careful 

scientific identification and assessment of the hazard; 2) the detailed zonation of this hazard using the best current 

scientific principles; 3) the development of rigorous building codes based on the assessment of the hazard; 4) the 

scrupulous application of these codes not only to the construction of new buildings but to the retrofitting or 

demolition of old ones and finally 5) planning and education for the threatened citizens which prepares them in every 

way possible for future events. And all of this must be properly resourced by government.  

 

Scientists have important responsibilities in this process and there is no doubt that these responsibilities were fully 

and professionally discharged by Italian scientists over the last decades. The Italian seismic hazard maps, largely the 

result of the efforts of some of the convicted scientists, are respected internationally and they unambiguously identify 

Abruzzo as being at the highest risk. The failure in L’Aquila did not happen where scientists had responsibility, in 

points 1-3 above, but came at the end of the chain where the responsibility moves away from the scientists and on to 

those who are responsible for planning rather than providing the scientific basis for planning, for building and 

enforcing building codes, rather than for the building codes themselves and for education rather than the production 

of knowledge on which that education is based. The failure in L’Aquila was in the lack of preparation for risks which 

had been clearly identified not because a particular person made an inappropriate comment in communicating a 

basically sound scientific conclusion. 

 

Please accept our best wishes in your efforts and do not hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help you 

in these important efforts. You work not just on behalf of the L’Aquila group but on behalf of us all. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Professor John McCloskey MRIA 

Head of Geophysics Research Group 

School of Environmental Sciences  

 

On behalf of: Professor Sandy Steacy, Dr. Suleyman Nalbant, Dr. Max Hope, Dr. Shane Murphy, Dr. Nuno 

Simao, Dr. Rachel Shannon, Denise de Gaetano, Mairead Nic Bhloscaidh, Tony Lindsay, Magda Bucholc, 

Kiera Quinn, Fatih Sunbul 
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