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Dear President, 
 

Let me express my personal opinion on the verdict of the court in L'Aquila (Italy). What it 
has happened is unacceptable, denotes ignorance if not bad faith. Today you cannot 
predict when an earthquake will happen. Civil authorities, public administrators, policy 
makers, civil protection agencies, natural risk managers, judges, media and the society in 
general must understand that it is possible scientifically to differentiate some seismically 
hazardous zones from other areas, but not predict in a deterministic way the time when a 
seismic disaster will occur. Unfortunately it seems that some people do not realize the 
tremendous injustice that is being perpetrating with our Italian colleagues. There is no 
scientific basis to accuse these scientists of everything attributed to them, and still less to 
condemn them for something that just is beyond our control. By acting sensibly and 
dispassionately, nobody cannot impute any crime to our Italian colleagues. I sincerely 
believe that such a verdict will have a strongly negative impact on science and its role in 
modern society, unless so great nonsense is corrected very soon. 
 

Education, knowledge, communication and prevention are the only effective methods for 
the mitigation of risk. I endorse the idea of The aim is to develop a new, more transparent 
protocol for crisis management, accessible to all citizens. In particular, I also consider it 
essential to define clearly the role of the scientific community and of the policy makers, as 
well as the precise procedures and context for the actions to be taken. 
 

I want to express my support for my Italians colleagues in this difficult time and I hope that 
this is resolved quickly and sensibly. 
 

Best wishes, 
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